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LE T TER FRO M C EO
Dear Friends,
As we reflect back on 2017, we have much to be thankful
for as our organization continues to grow and reach new
heights. However, to whom much is given much is required.
Therefore, we believe that the best measure of our performance is how we use our successes to make a positive and
lasting impact on the communities and people we serve.
In support of that core belief, we founded the Metropolitan
Capital Philanthropic Enterprise (“MCPE”) in 2011 to facilitate
opportunities for our team members, clients, and business
partners to network and forge meaningful relationships with
local non-profit organizations.
This past year, we hosted over 40 events that supported or
acknowledged community initiatives including diversity and
inclusion, youth mentoring, the arts, education, and housing.
It is with great honor that I present to you our 2017 MCPE
Annual Impact Report. The following pages highlight extraordinary non-profit organizations that uplift and strengthen our communities. We sincerely thank them for their
invaluable efforts and allowing us to share in their missions
and causes.
To our Friends of Metropolitan Capital, your continued
support through the years has been instrumental in creating
the vision and foundation for MCPE. We are ever grateful for
your contributions of time, ideas and resources and hope
this report affirms your investment in us.
With Gratitude,

Michael P. Rose
Chairman and CEO
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2017 I M PAC T AWAR D R ECI PI E NTS

Each year, the MCPE team selects 10 non-profits that share our values and
work to drive tangible progress in the areas of Arts, Education, Housing,
Leadership and Entrepreneurship to receive our annual Impact Award. In
addition to a modest financial donation, we recognize these non-profits at
our corporate events and provide them with the opportunity to share their
mission with our relationship network. Through MCPE’s outreach and with
the help of our network we were delighted to expand our annual Impact
Awards to include recipients from all of our geographic areas where we have
a physical presence; San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York and Chicago.
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PICTURES CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Eric Metzler presenting Victory Gardens with donation at monthly event; Friends in the City Foundation;
Frank Novel with guests at Well of Mercy event; Ellen Rogin and guests at Blessings in a Backpack event;
Guests listening to Blessings in a Backpack presentation; Will Abonce introducing Blessings in a Backpack
speaker; Susan Payne and Jeff Rappin, Victory Gardens; Chicago Lights speaker.
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METROPOLITAN CAPITAL

ABO UT O U R R ECI PI E NTS
Victory Gardens
victorygardens.org
Victory Gardens Theater is dedicated to artistic excellence
while creating a vital, contemporary American Theater
that is accessible and relevant to all people through quality
productions of challenging new plays and musicals.

Chicago Lights
chicagolights.org
Chicago Light provides hope and opportunity to children,
youth, and adults facing the challenges of poverty. Through
youth development and social services, we empower
people to thrive academically, secure economic stability,
lead healthy lives, and build community.

Team IMPACT
goteamimpact.org
Team IMPACT is a national nonprofit that connects children
facing serious and chronic illnesses to local college athletic
teams, forming life-long bonds and life-changing outcomes.

MoneyTHINK
moneythink.org
Moneythink empowers under-resourced students to
achieve college success by supporting financial decisionmaking through coaching and technology.

The Well of Mercy
thewellofmercy.com
At The Well of Mercy, we’re not only providing a secure
home for single, pregnant women in need, we’re
encouraging a program of change—we offer opportunities
for new beginnings and forge a path towards success for
these women and their children.
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Children’s Place Association
childrens-place.org
Children’s Place Association is a safe haven for children whose lives
have been devastated by illness and poverty. The nonprofit now serves
low-income children and families facing an array of health issues,
including cancer, epilepsy, autism and HIV.

Family House
familyhouseinc.org
Founded in 1981, Family House serves as a home away from home
providing temporary housing, physical comfort and emotional support,
free from financial concerns, to families of children with cancer and
other life-threatening illnesses receiving treatment at the University of
California San Francisco Benioff Children’s Hospital.

Friends in the City Foundation
fitcfoundation.org
The vision of Friends in the City Foundation is to operate as a
thought partner who collaborates with high-need communities by
providing programming that empowers youth, enhances education, and embraces cultural richness.

Blessings in a Backpack
blessingsinabackpack.org
Since 2008, Blessings in a Backpack has mobilized communities, individuals and resources to provide food on the weekends for elementary
school children across America who might otherwise go hungry.

New England Science & Sailing (NESS)
nessf.org
New England Science & Sailing Foundation (NESS) is an ocean adventure nonprofit that provides STEM-based education programs, on and
off the water, for students from all walks of life. NESS uses sailing, marine
science, powerboating, and adventure sports as teaching platforms.
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IM PAC T I N N U M B ERS
Family House

3,227
DEDICATED
VOLUNTEERS

11,382
SERVICE
HOURS

Contributed in 2017 to support Family House in delivering on its mission of providing care and
comfort to families with children suffering from cancer and other life-threatening illnesses

Blessings in a
Backpack

+92,000
Students are served in over 1,000
programs that cover 46 states and
Washington, D.C.

Children’s Place
Association

$1.37M

Investments by funding partners
to support child health & education

Team IMPACT
New England Science & Sailing
(NESS)

8,500

+40,000

Student athletes impacted nationwide

Unique students were taught in 2017
with a fleet of 233 boats and boards

Friends in the City
Foundation

80

120

FAMILIES

STUDENTS

Well of Mercy

50%
of the women at Well are
enrolled in college and
are at different stages of
educational experience.

Engaged on the importance of STEM Education:
Science, Technology, Engineering, Math

Victory Gardens
Including:

+26,000

• 2 playwrights of color
• 3 female playwrights
• 1 director of color
• 2 female directors

Patrons welcomed to the theater’s
42nd production season

MoneyTHINK

77%
During the 2017/18 school
year, Moneythink increased
the number of students
they support by 77%.

Chicago Lights

+4,000

Supported individuals experiencing
the challenges of poverty
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FE AT U R ED PA RTN ER

VICTORY GARDENS
This past year, Victory Gardens was one of only two theaters to participate
in the Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation Day hosted by the Field
Foundation and the Woods Fund. During that day, Artistic Director Chay
Yew and Managing Director Erica Daniels felt empowered by this quote:
“Movements begin when they are centered in culture and the arts.” It is this
very statement that has driven Victory Gardens’ mission and vision since
Chay arrived six years ago.
Victory Gardens is committed to developing and producing poignant and
timely stories that empower and inspire its audiences to take more impactful actions towards a more inclusive and equitable society. By creating vital
dialogue with audiences through its productions regarding our responsibility as national and global citizens, VG hopes to leave the world a better
place for the future generations of Americans.

Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 North Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614
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“ Like Metropolitan Capital, Victory Gardens
thinks of itself as a community-based civic
organization serving all people. Our relationship
with Met Cap has grown over the last two years
and has allowed us to more effectively deliver
on our mission. Having on-going patron
and donor support from many Met Cap staff
and clients, makes all of us at Victory Gardens
recognize Met Cap’s philanthropic ways in a
significant way. Through our deep relationship
with Susan Payne, Executive VP and Trust
Officer and Client Jeff Rappin, Victory Gardens
will be honoring Met Cap’s Chairman and CEO,
Michael Rose, at this years Chicago Stories Gala
for Met Cap’s on-going and committed Philan-

”

thropic work in the community.
Erica Daniels
Managing Director,
Victory Gardens Theater
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FE AT U R ED PA RTN ER

NEW YORK LIVE ARTS
Located in the heart of Chelsea in New York City, New York Live Arts (NYLA)
is an internationally recognized destination for innovative movement-based
artistry offering audiences access to art and artists notable for their conceptual
rigor, formal experimentation and active engagement with the social, political
and cultural currents of our times. At the center of this identity is Bill T. Jones,
Artistic Director, a world-renowned choreographer, dancer, theater director
and writer.
With support from Metropolitan Capital, Live Arts presented a 9 month season
of performances welcoming over 15,000 patrons to its 184-seat theater in
Chelsea, Manhattan. Audiences were treated to works by 24 emerging,
mid-career and established artists and ensembles, and a sold-out five night
New York premiere by our resident Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company, which
has performed its repertoire worldwide in over 200 cities in 40 countries
across its 35-year history.

New York Live Arts, 219 W 19th Street, New York, NY 10011
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“ Metropolitan Capital is a rare institution
that brings people together who value
culture, community, and the creative spirit,
and we commend them for fostering the
role that artists play in contributing to our
society’s cultural transformation and their
responsibility to respond to and help uplift

”

human progress and experience.
Dave Archuletta
Chief Development Officer,
New York Live Arts
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CONTI N U I N G
PARTNE RS H I P S

The adage “You pass this way
but once” delivers a strong
message to all of us here at
Metropolitan Capital. We will

Ben Neill
presenting to
group at
After School
Matters

always seek out new causes
because needs are ever evolving
but our on-going partnerships
provide a chance for our organization and team members to
cultivate meaningful and lasting
relationships that are intrinsically
beneficial and further cement

Alex Penning
with The Global
Food Banking
Network speaker,
Lisa Moon

ties to our communities.
In 2017, we were proud to continue supporting a number of
past 10-for-10 recipients, including
New York Live Arts, After School
Matters, The Chicago Help
Initiative, Holiday Food and Gift
Basket and The Global Food

MetCap ladies
gift wrapping
for Holiday
Food and Gift
Basket

Banking Network.

MetCap volunteers at After
School Matters
volunteer event

Metropolitan Capital is a Universal Bank providing Commercial Banking, Investment
Banking, Private Banking and Wealth Consulting services to entrepreneurs and
their businesses, high net worth individuals and family offices. The breadth of our
service offerings and ability to create innovative, thoughtful, and highly customized
solutions enable our clients to grow their businesses and achieve their long-term
financial goals. We believe in a relationship first approach and have successfully built
our network to include clients in 46 states and 10 countries with physical presences
in New York, Chicago, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Metropolitan Capital Bancorp,
Inc. is the financial holding company for Metropolitan Capital Bank & Trust (Member
FDIC), Metropolitan Capital Investment Banc, Inc. (Member FINRA), and Metropolitan
Capital Solutions, Inc.
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